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quantity of very acrid peritoneal fluid escaped through the
incision ; a knuckle of intestine also protruded and was re-
placed. The inflammatory symptoms subsided forthwith, and
the patient is now convalescent. The child progresses very
favourably, is fed on milk and water, and appears none the
worse for its unnatural mode of birth.
Queen’s-road, Bayswater, Jan. 13th, 1868.
REPORT OF A CASE OF
STRANGULATED INGUINAL HERNIA COMPLI-
CATED BY ADHESION TO THE SAC.
OPERATION ; RECOVERY.
BY W. BLASSON, ESQ., M.R.C.S.
I HAVE ventured to send this case for publication in THE
LANCET, in consequence of the comparatively rare complica-
tion of the adhesion of the gut to the interior of the sac by
so many as five firm bands, which were so highly vascular
that the haemorrhage which followed the division of one of
them was so profuse as to deter me from interfering with the
others ; I therefore returned the strangulated portion of the
intestine only, leaving the remainder in the sac. I was a
student at Guy’s, and dressed there for six months under my
much respected teacher, Mr. Cock, and was afterwards house-
surgeon at the Canterbury Hospital for four years, during
which time I saw a large number of operations for hernia,
but I never saw one like this, and hope, therefore, it may be
worth the perusal of those of the profession who, like myself,
have yet much to learn in surgery.
W. N-, aged sixty-three, labourer, was admitted into
the infirmary of the Redhill Workhouse, Hendon, August 29th,
1867. He had been the subject of irreducible hernia in the
left groin for twenty years, but had never till now been in-
convenienced by it, and, indeed, had paid so little attention
to it that he had never consulted a surgeon, or worn a truss.
The testicle on the affected side had never descended. On the
28th of August last, at 2 P.M., while dragging a heavy rake in
the hay-field, he suddenly felt something " snap," followed by
severe pain in the groin, with perceptible increase in the size
of the swelling.
On admission, there was a swelling in the left groin about
the size of a hen’s egg, which did not descend into the scro-
tum, but gave one the idea of its rather turning upwards upon
the abdominal walls ; it was tender and painful on pressure.
Accompanying this, there was persistent vomiting, furred
tongue, quick, small pulse, nipped features, and cold perspira-
tion. He had passed a few small scybala in the morning be-
fore admission, but there had been no action of the bowels for
thirty-six hours previous. Two grains of opium were at
once administered, and taxis applied while in the hot bath,
but unsuccessfully. One and a half pints of gruel, with an
ounce of castor oil, were now administered as an enema, but
with no results.
On the following morning, the vomiting and distress con-
tinuing, I determined to operate. Dr. Farr kindly anaesthetised
the skin with Dr. Richardson’s ether spray (the effect of which
was most satisfactory), and I made a perpendicular incision
over the neck of the tumour, and dissected down to the sac ;
and by dividing a few fibres of the internal ring, which I
seemed to be the most constricted portion of the canal, hoped
to be able to return the bowel without opening the sac.
Failing in this, I opened it, and found the gut attached to its
interior by five firm thick bands of adhesion, three at the
fundus, one just outside the external ring, and one high up in
the canal, which was the source of strangulation, and which of
course was the reason of my failing to reduce the hernia with-
out opening the sac. It stretched across the neck of the intes-
tine horizontally, and was adherent to it.
I managed, after great patience, to strip it off with my fin-
ger-nail, and then by passing a blunt-pointed bistoury along the
finger I divided it. Having accomplished this, I intended to
have divided the other adhesions, and returned the intestine
into the abdomen; but on cutting through the one near the
external ring, it bled so profusely that I deemed it unadvisable
to proceed with the rest. Having returned the strangulated
portion, I tucked a piece of sponge into the wound to absorb
the blood as it flowed, and left it open for half an hour, and
then, finding no further h&aelig;morrhage, closed it. The intestine
looked shining and healthy. I gave the patient two grains of
opium immediately after the operation, to be repeated at
eleven r.M.
Aug. 31st.-Has had no return of the vomiting since the
operation, and during the night has passed flatus by the bowel
audibly.
Sept. 1st.&mdash;At six A.M. to-day, seventy-two hours after the
operation, in spite of full doses of opium, the bowels acted
freely,&mdash;a good, healthy evacuation.2nd.-An endemic of diarrhoea attacked the inmates of the
infirmary, and I feared for my patient ; but he fortunately
escaped, and continued to progress favourably, the wound,
which was closed by three deep sutures, uniting by first
intention.
17th.-Has continued well up to this date, but now com--
plains of great pain over the wound ; and, on examining it, I
found a good deal of deep-seated thickening at its base. Or-
dered it to be poulticed.
23rd.-T’o-day, feeling deep fluctuation, I made a puncture
into the upper part of the wound, and let out a large quantity
of laudable pus. The thickening passed away, and the man
made a complete recovery, and was discharged from the in-
firmary well on the 11th of October.
This is my second operation for hernia in this institution,
and it is curious that in neither case had the testicle descended.
In the other case it lay within the sac by the side of the intes-
tine, and there also I got deep-seated suppuration, the external
wound having healed by first intention. He also made a good
recovery.
Edgware, Jan. 1868. 
A CASE OF POISONING SUPPOSED TO HAVE
OCCURRED FROM EATING THE BARK
OF THE LABURNUM.
BY JOHN WILSON, ESQ., M.R.C.S.
R. N-, a boy six years of age, was attacked Sept. 19th,
soon after midnight, with symptoms which in all probability
arose from having taken an irritant poison. He first complained
of pain in his left side, over the region of the stomach, and of
feeling sick. About one A.M. he vomited, and continued to do
so at intervals of about half an hour until death, which hap-
pened somewhat unexpectedly soon after seven A.M. The
vomited matters were thin and frothy, and not very copious
until just before death, which was preceded by a slight fit.
The only solid substance that was noticed among the vomited
matters was something like a plum, which came away with
the first vomiting. He slumbered each time between the
attacks of vomiting, but was somewhat restless, and could not
lie easily except across his father’s body. At half-past five
his father, who is a carpenter, went to work, as the child was
sleeping, and he thought him better. A quarter of an hour
after, he told his mother he would have some tea if she would
get up and make it for him. He then sat up by himself on a
chair by the fireside, asked if he might have a holiday, and,
though growing more and more powerless, continued talking
about how he would spend the day in company with his.
brother, a sailor, who had just come from sea, until the attack
which ended his existence. Soon after the symptoms came on,
a tablespoonful of castor oil was given to him along with some
camomile-tea, all of which he vomited. There was no purging.
His parents, not considering the case of that severity to need
medical assistance, did not send till after death, and conse-
quently I have to depend entirely upon them and their neigh-
bours for an account of the symptoms. The child was strong and
well previous to the symptoms coming on, and was considered
the healthiest in a family of robust children. He ate his dinner
as usual, consisting of meat and potato pie ; and his tea at six
o’clock, consisting of bread and tea, which was his last meal.
A neighbour had that day been clipping a laburnum tree
which overhung the entrance to his garden, and on the morn-
ing when I arrived the twigs and cuttings still strewed the
ground immediately surrounding the cottage where the child
lived. A branch was handed to me by one of the neighbours,
and I was told that the child had been seen several times
during the afternoon peeling the twigs with his teeth, and
that the last time he was seen doing so was about six P.M.,
